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Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria Orange Shirt Day 

Ceremony is September 30 in Centennial Square  
 

VICTORIA, BC — The public and media are invited to wear orange and attend the Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria 
Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters Ceremony on Thursday, September 30 from noon – 2:30 p.m. in 
Centennial Square. All are welcome to this free event which will take place rain or shine. Masks are 
recommended. The ceremony will also be live streamed on the City’s Facebook page.  
 
Orange Shirt Day is a grassroots event that encourages Canadians to learn about and acknowledge the harm that 
the residential school system had on generations of Indigenous families and their communities. September 30 
was chosen because it is the time of year in which children were taken from their homes to residential schools. 
This year, Orange Shirt Day coincides with Canada’s new federal statutory holiday, the National Day for Truth and 
Reconciliation. 
 
The Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters initiative grew out of Phyllis Webstad’s account of having her shiny 
new orange shirt taken away on her first day of St. Joseph Mission residential school, during a commemoration in 
Williams Lake, BC in 2013. Since then, Orange Shirt Day has become an opportunity to keep the discussion 
happening about all aspects of residential schools.  
 
Residential school survivor Eddy Charlie and friend Kristin Spray are organizing the Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria 
Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters Ceremony, which they developed in 2015 while attending the Indigenous 
Studies program at Camosun College. Xe xe Smun’ eem means "Sacred Children" in the Cowichan or Quw utsun 
language. This is the fifth consecutive year that the City of Victoria is supporting the event to mark the City’s 
commitment to reconciliation.  
  
The ceremony will consist of the blessing of the land and welcome by Elder May Sam, Indigenous performances 
and guest speakers, the raising of the Orange Shirt Day flag and a minute of silence to honour and remember the 
children who did not survive residential schools. The event will be emceed by Indigenous Perspectives Society 
Executive Director Rachelle Dallaire who is from the Montagnais people in lower Quebec and is an 
intergenerational survivor.   
 
Indigenous guest speakers will include Raven and Paul Lacerte, John Elliott and Carl Mashon, who will each 
share their personal experiences with residential schools and reconciliation.  
 
Raven and her father Paul Lacerte are practitioners of traditional Aboriginal culture and ceremony and are 
members of the Carrier First Nation in northern B.C. They are the co-founders of the Moose Hide Campaign, a 
grassroots movement of Indigenous and non-Indigenous men and boys who are standing up against violence 
towards women and children. Raven and Paul Lacerte established the campaign while on their annual moose-
hunting trip along the Highway of Tears in 2011.  
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John Elliott is an Elder Advisor for the W̱SÁNEĆ Leadership Council and works with other respected Elders 
interpreting stories and history into Indigenous Language to form resource materials. For more than 40 years,  
he has worked on language preservation, helping develop programs, teachers, online tools, funding 
opportunities and language courses. Elliott is currently Chairman for the Saanich Native Heritage Society and 
a Board Member for the First Peoples Cultural Council. Additionally, he teaches SENĆOŦEN at the University 
of Victoria and the W̱SÁNEĆ School Board. 
 
Carl Mashon is a sixties scoop survivor of Cree ancestry (Saddle Lake First Nation) and was raised in a 
non-Indigenous rural community in southern Alberta. Mashon served for 16 years at the B.C. Association of 
Aboriginal Friendship Centres and as General Manager, led projects and community development at 
provincial and national levels. He joined the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation in 2017 and 
has recently accepted a temporary assignment as an Acting Director in the Community and Social 
Innovation Branch.  
  
Mayor Lisa Helps will be joined by other special guests, including the Honourable Mitzi Dean, Minister of Children 
and Family Development, who will proclaim Thursday, September 30, 2021 as Orange Shirt Day in British 
Columbia. 
 
Event organizers Eddy Charlie and Kristin Spray will speak to the importance of raising awareness about 
residential schools to honour the more than 6,000 children who died, and the sacrifices that were made by 
150,000 residential school survivors and their families across Canada. The residential school system in Canada 
operated 139 schools from 1831 to 1996.  
 
Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria Orange Shirt Day T-shirts and hoodies designed by artist Bear Horne, Every Child 
Matters orange blankets and The Orange Shirt Story children’s book by Phyllis Webstad are available at local 
venues around town and will be available for purchase at the ceremony. All proceeds go towards supporting this 
annual initiative. For more information, visit: victoriaorangeshirtday.com. 
 

Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters community partners include the City of Victoria, 
Big Wheel Burger, Caffé Fantastico, Discovery Coffee, Fabricland, Goldstream Gazette, Imagine Studio Café, 
Red Barn Market and Victory Barbers and Brand. 
 
Quotes:  
 
Mayor Lisa Helps, City of Victoria 
“The discovery of children’s remains in graves on former sites of residential schools here in B.C. and elsewhere in 
Canada, is a reminder to non-Indigenous Canadians that the grief and trauma of colonization continues. Orange 
Shirt Day is an annual opportunity for learning about Canada’s residential school system, listening to the stories of 
courage and resilience of residential school and intergenerational survivors, and grieving for the children who 
didn’t make it home.” 
      

Eddy Charlie, Event Organizer, Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters 
“Reconciliation is a true component of people who share an area of land. Respect for their beliefs and traditions is 
a small part of it. The real important thing about reconciliation is to be able to listen and carry what is spoken as if 
that story now belongs to the listener. Until stories can be shared with respect, we still have many generations of 
pathways to create.” 
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http://www.victoriaorangeshirtday.com/


   

 

For More Information:  

Kristin Spray and Eddy Charlie 
Event Organizers  
Xe xe Smun’ eem-Victoria Orange Shirt Day: Every Child Matters     
250.888.1126 |  victoriaorangeshirtday@gmail.com 

Mayor Lisa Helps 
City of Victoria 
250.661.2708 
 
   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 

3 of 3  

mailto:victoriaorangeshirtday@gmail.com

